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Woodshed Weekend in Timonium

This year's woodshed weekend again attracted
singers from all over the East Coast to Baltimore.
The Timonium Holiday Inn was again the host hotel,
and, despite dismal weather at the end of February,

there were 35 attendees ready to do some serious

singing in preference to sleeping. Once again, our
friends from Pittsburgh had the largest out ofestat
contingent.

The annual two day sing
fest kicked off with two rounds
of competition on Friday
evening with each round cutting
the number of singers from 16
down to four. The Friday
“singers were joined by those
selected from two rounds on
Saturday morning, and the
sweet 16 round was completed
on Saturday night with a quartet
composed of Leon Bernard, Warren Beckhardt, Joe
Colon, and John Russo walking away with the
treasured Woodshed Weekend “gold” medals.

Woodshed Wéekénd Chair
Bob Hastings

La Plata Shows Highlight April

At the invitation ofPhil Ayer, the Chorus sang
on two shows held by the La Plata Chapter on April
14" 2007. Both shows were at the College of
Southern Maryland in Waldorf, one in the afternoon
and one in the evening, making for a full day of
singing.

The 67 chorus members car pooled and arrived
shortly after noon, in time for the two o’clock sto
and we enjoyed the hospitality of the local Roy
Rogers prior to the evening performance. That
establishment is owned by a former member of the

District of Columbia Chapter.

Our chorus shared the second half of the bill
with Razzmatazz the featured quartet, and the finale
brought both choruses to the stage for a rousiigjfi
The hall was about 85% filled for both shows, arel t
audience was very appreciative.

Prez Sez: by Paul Murrell, President

| can't tell you how excited |
am to be returning to the
International stage. There will
be a Ilot of information
forthcoming; so keep checking
your mailbox and be prepared
to keep a file for the
information as well.

Special thanks to Dave
McConaha for making a trip
west to get the on-site information. It appeass th
Snake and Marilyn Fogle will be the main point
people for hotel assignments. | know you all
appreciate their help with this sort of thankless. |
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Paul Murrell

How to help your chapter
by Paul Murrell, president




It's an Il Wind....
by Tom Wheatley, reporter

As the old saying goes, “It is an ill wind that
blows no good.” Here is the tale of one ill wirtngt
blew over the 2Dannual Danny Cuthbert Woodshed
Weekend Convention.

For a variety of reasons, mostly related to foul
February winter weather, this year’'s attendance
dropped to the lowest figure in the convention’s
history. There were a mere 32 names on the rggistr
and several of those were non-singing helpers or
visitors. As a result, we were faced with the peaxt
of filling 64 quartets with only about 28 singers.
Actually we only had 32 quartets to be initially
formed, and the remaining 30 flowed naturally dut o
those 32. That called for 128 singers.. Nowsiill
remember my basic arithmetic, 128 goes into 28 zero
times with 28 left over.

As things worked out, no one got “left over.”
Needing 128 singers and only 28 warm bodies called
for some serious prestidigitation Byd Laumann,
and Bud’s first decision was that any singer cdodd
called upon any number of times in any voice part h
felt comfortable singing. This meant that | got t
sing lead in six different quartets spread ovefaalf
flights, and | wasn’t even one of the busy singers.

As is so often the case, solving one problem
created another. In this instance, it becameyfairl
common for one singer’s card to be picked to sing
two voice parts in the same quartet. Fast-fingered
Bud handled the problem with a plum. (Ooops, back
space, edit.) Bud handled the problem with aplomb.
Shifting names back and forth among the quartets,
Bud always came up with a solution that worked, at
least until the final pairings were drawn, abhoe
Colon wound up as the bass in both of the final two
guartets. Even Bud couldn’t solve that one.

Ah, yes, about that ill wind thing. One good
fallout of the situation was that everybody had Emp
opportunity to be a singer in this woodshed contest

Contributors to this issue

Tom Wheatley, Frank Sigwart, Bob Fogle, Di¢k
Dods,and Paul Murrell

And your Name Should Be Here, Too!

Members are encouraged to submit items| for
inclusion in the Charivari. The editor reserve
the option to edit any article. Anonymous
articles will not be used, no matter how
appropriate they may be.
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Splinters from the Board
by Frank Sigwart, Recording Secretary

Chapter membership stands at 185 following the
approval ofNelson Lawhonas a reinstated member.
We have a number of new dual members from out of
state includingTom Ewald (Hilton Head), Paul
Cohen (Philadelphia), Dan Mirota (Hunterdon
County), andNalter Dods (Edinburgh, Scotland).

Rob Wolff (VP Music) reported on the need for
extra rehearsals before the May Show. He suggested
that the chorus start looking for ways to upgrade o
performances, including our uniforms. Wolff also
reported thaDick Dodshas too many jobs as Chorus
Manager and needs help, especially with the music
library.

Mike Taylor (Program VP) said that plans for
another Grand Night for Singing were on hold due to
problems with the Vietnam Veterans’ hall. Hosting
another Old Timers’ Night is a high on the list of
priorities.

PresidenPaul Murrell said that, as a result of
the Oak Crest Show, we have procured two more
shows, one in February, 2008, and a Lions Club
summer show. We will be applying to the State Arts
Council for grants, and we will be actively seanghi
for corporate sponsors as well.

Jim Kimos gave an update on the "50
anniversary book which is in its final phases aiitl w
go to the printer very soon. Jim believes it wadl
ready for distribution by the time of the May Show.

My Two Cents Worth
by Cross O’Donovan, editor

It is now July, and | am just now putting the
finishing touches on the Api@harivari. | apologize
to the members, and | would like to blame my lassne
on my computer or my family or my yardwork, but my
own shiftlessness seems to be the prime problem.

I have learned that writing is a job, and it is
work. These articles don’t magically appear on my



computer screen; no fairy typist is going to conte i
my home at night and have all my work done for me
when | wake up in the morning. The Charivari, like
any other job, requires the self discipline tadsivn
every day and turn out the typescript.

Oh, it helps to have the muse on my shoulder to
get some creative juices flowing, and it also hétps
have contributions from the membersHtipt the one
thing that | have lacked was the inner directiopub
this newsletter together.

| apologize to all of our members. God willing,
| won't have to apologize again.

Something OldBo Deibel
by Cross O’Donovan, editor

By any standard&o Deibelhas had a long and
successful career as a barbershopper, but one of th
best parts for Bo was how it changed his family.

Bo’s fatheDavid, sr., was
a long time Dundalk chapte
member, and Bo had no intere
in following him. He even stoo
his father up after telling his de
that he would go to a gue
night. Another friend,Hank
Volpini, went to a rehearsal z’i_rrl
called Bo at 2 AM to tell hi
what a great time he had had; so
Bo did go the next week. After the hook was sad, a
Bo became a member, he and his father became
barbershopping buddies, and he phoned his father
almost every day for years. Barbershopping changed
the Deibel family dynamics completely.

Bo joined the chorus 36 years ago, and he got
into his first quartet almost immediately, joiniBgb
Hastings, Irv Miller, and Howard Hackman to
form Director’s Choice. His next foursome was the
Rainbow’s Endwith Dick Webber, Larry Duggan,
andJoe Pollia In Bo’s words, “I didn't appreciate
what | was doing or what a trip | would be on.”€lih
career included a District Championship in 1974 and
four trips to the International stage, all of which
produced semi-finalist honors.

When theRainbow’s End stopped competing,
he joined withJay Brown, Pat Brennan, andKurt
Brown to form theFreestaters followed quickly by
the Old Nickeltown Four with DaveHinman, Pat
Brennan, and Frazier Pittman. That quartet also
made two trips across the International Contegesta
Deibel remembers thalickeltown’s wives felt as
though they were widows because the guys had such
a good time together. They were always at Frazier's

Bo Deibel

home “rehearsing.”

The last real competition quartet for which
Deibel sang bass wBsind Wagonwith Hal Kraft ,
Brennan, andMark Sanders. They were quarter
finalists at International. He currently is thesba
with Show Biz (Bill Eberius, Pat Brennan, and
Pittman).

Within the Dundalk chapter, Bo has had
several leadership rolls. He has been Program VP
and a member at large on the chapter Board of
Directors. Twice he has been show chairman, and
his has chaired numerous afterglows, Old Timers’
Nights, and hospitality rooms.

Personally, Deibel grew up in Baltimore near
Patterson Park until the family moved to Parkville
when he was in tenth grade. He worked for Super
Fresh as a Produce Manager for 32 years until he
retired in 1990. He then spent five years as d foo
broker until he went to an antique sale in Virginia
Beach. Somehow the sale struck a chord with
Deibel, and he quit his job five days later to giwi
the antique business.

For a number of years he would buy furniture
at antique auctions, transport the pieces to hiseho
clean them up, and take them to his store in
Hamilton; but he found himself working 12 days a
week. He gave up the store after 3 years andws no
content to refinish wooden furniture, a process he
loves. “Itis really gratifying to turn a sow’sraato
something resembling a silk purse. | enjoy it.”

He and Carol have been married for 43 years,
have three sons and four grandchildren, most of
them in town.

Thank You, from Norma Taylor

It is with great pride that we thank you ftbe
overwhelming support during this sad time in our
lives. The sudden passing Bfll Taylor was a
shock to all those who knew him and even more so
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to his family. We knew Bill as a man who lovect|if
was always ready for a fun time, always wantecdeto b
in the thick of things, enjoyed his barbershopping

experiences, and treasured the many barbershopping

events that brought us all together.

We thank you for your beautiful flower
arrangement and for the many cards we received as
well as for the kind words of comfort that so marfiy
you took time to write. We also thank those of you
who mad donations to the chorus in Bill's name.

The whole Taylor family deeply appreciate the
musical farewell ceremony that you held. The turn
out of chorus members spoke volumes of how many
lives Bill touched. We will forever treasure that
moment in time.

We consider ourselves fortunate to have such
good friends all of whom have helped so much now
that | am without my soul mate of almost 57 years.
Our friends have been a source of strength,
encouragement, nursemaids, and a source of light at
the end of a long, dark tunnel.

We consider ourselves fortunate to have had our
barbershop family around when we most needed a
support system. We consider ourselves lucky to
belong to this great organization which has been a
source of pride throughout our lives.

Something New: Scott Adams, bass
by Cross O’Donovan, editor

Bruce Neumann found
himself talking to Scott
Adams following a rehearsa
for a Christmas program
their church. One thing led
another, and suddenly Sc(
committed to coming to
chapter rehearsal. That waj
over a year ago, and he is s
coming to back to sing.

Scott has done serious music for years, but all
of it was instrumental music, playing clarinet and
saxophone. When he enlisted in the military, he
went through a pre-audition for military bands.isTh
led to a formal audition which Scott passed which,
in turn, led to his assignment to the Naval Sclodol
Music in Norfolk.

Scott was assigned to Fort Eustis where he
played with the 284 Army Band. In Viet Nam he
played with the Army % Division Band. When the
unit returned to Fort Meade, Scott had the privleg
of playing for the Change of Command ceremony
when Nixon succeeded Lyndon Johnson. In 1968
he left active duty with the Army as a sergeant, bu
he joined the Army Reserve and played with the
Reserve Band at the Fifth Regiment Armory for
eight years. Then his music career lapsed until he
joined his church choir in Anne Arundel County.

After the Army, Scott spent 14 years working
with the US Postal Service, followed by another 14
years as a Baltimore City Police Officer assigreed t
the Southern District. He retired from the Police
Department in 1999, but not before he received a
Bronze Star for pulling survivors from a crashed,
burning plane and another Governor’s
Commendation for rescuing an adult couple from
the creek near his home. He now works as a part
time housing inspector for his daughter’s mortgage
preservation service as well as enjoying moderate
success as an equity day trader.

All of these career moves followed Scott
growing up in Highlandtown and graduating from
Patterson High School. He was married, but he has
been divorced for 25 years. He has three children
and seven grandchildren, all of whom are in the
metropolitan area. He and his dog Squatter share a
home on Marley Creek.

Scott says that the best singing tip he ever got
came when Fred King told him, “Don’t be afraid to
sing.”

Scott Adams



The Poet’s Corner
Around the Bend

As we travel on the trail of life
That ever onward wends,

We find such great adventures
In its many hills and bends.

| have my trail, and you have yours,
And each plays its own game,

And though some trails may intertwine,
No two are just the same.

What lies around a road’s next turn
Lies hidden from our sight.

We only learn the mystery

As each old turn takes flight.

Some days, you'll find that rairlviall
Some others, bright and fair,
But you'll find at every turning,
There is nothing to compare.

Thomas Henry Wheatley

from Fireside Fellowship,

Founders’ Night at Sparrows Point

Country Clububy cross 0'bonovan

Dick and Nancy Dods threw a fine party again
this year on March 31 The Dods were the
occasion’s organizers for the "2@ear, and the
members in attendance felt that they have the whole
idea down pat.

The reason for the feast is
to honor the founders of our
barbershopping organization,
O.C. Cash and Rupert Hall
who got us started in 1938. It
was nice to see 117 men and
their ladies enjoy one of the
nicest social occasions that the
chapter sponsors. Even our

James Yeh friends from Pottsville, PA,
Dave Dieter and Joe Stangl
made the trip down to Sparrows Point.
As always, the award ceremony was a highlight.
Phil Ayer, James Brocatg andPhil Rink received
their 25 year membership pins. Best of all, tgbtty
guarded secret of tHearber shopper of the Year

Helpers Pitch In at WW 20
By Tom Wheatley, repoter

Wherever there is a program to be run, there is
always a need for helpers to step forward. Such wa
the case for the Woodshed Weekend Convention.
To start with, there waBob Hastingswho served
as chairmanBob Fogleusually co-honchoed at this
effort, but he wasn'’t able to be at the Holiday Inn
since he was still recovering from his surgery.

We also had a dedicated group handling the
registration tableJohn Treff, Jerry Poling, Tom
Van Winkle, andPhil Rink among others. On both
days, Dan Dekowski served as the registrar of
songs, and@ud Laumann formed the quartets on
the fly. Tom Wheatleyrecorded the progress of the
contest with his trusty camera and notebook.

Joe Colonassumed the job of handling the
scoring machine, while heJohn Russo, Dick
Webber, Fred King, Bob Hastings, Dave

Mittlestadt, Glen Schilberg, and
John Schulkins formed the panel of
judges. The judging panel changed so
often and so rapidly we may have
missed a few names in the process.

Our thanks to all who helped make the 2007
edition of the Woodshed Weekend possible.

Hey. Pat. How did you Well, lke, he was

know that was a tenor oncompletely in the dark,

the front porch? couldn't find the key,
and he didn't know
when to come in. Who
else could it have
possibly been?

was revealed when it was awarded&mes Yeh



Board meetings
Please note that the Board meets on the third
Monday of every month at Catch 22 at 7:30 PM,
except in December. All members are welcome.

Our 2007 Board of Directors

OFFICE NAME
President Paul Murrell
VP-Membership Dave Gemmell
VP-Program John Myers
VP-Music and Performance Rob Wolfe
VP-Marketing and PR Bill Fogle
Recording Secretary Frank Sigwart
Financial Secretary Bruce Neumann
Treasurer Tim Pratt
Chorus Manager Dick Dods
Secretary Ed Baker
Sergeant at Arms Nick Biscotti
Members-at large Jim Hackman

Bob Hastings

Jim Kimos

Tom Wheatley
Immediate Past President Bob Fogle, sr.

Let's Participate!
By Fred King, director emeritus

| realize that there was some disappointme
regarding the turnout for the Danny Cuthbert
Woodshed Weekend. | was lucky enough to procure
an honored position as judge for the evening. The
competition was lively and spirited, even though we
saw many of the men competing against themselves.

After the contest, | was treated to ohéhe
grandest nights of singing one can imagine. My
compatriots in SAGE, Dick Webber, Dave
Mittlestadt, and | éansour bassTom Felgen,
fielded all comers, and we all “ held court” while
young and old stepped in to have a try singing with
the other members of our quartet. The round robin
sing reminded me of “Singing with the Champs” at
International conventions. The result was pleaing
all.

For next year, let's blow the trumpet for
participation again, and let’s restore the Woodshed
Weekend to its rightful place in our hearts and
history. Bob Seaywould be as proud as | am that his
creation has lasted for 20 years, and we shouldrnev
let something as trivial as cold, wet February Wweat
interfere with having fun singing.



Here’s part of what'’s in the works
Day Date Event Location
Saturday 05/05/2007* May Show Kraashaur Auditoriumw$on, Md.
Fri-Sat. 06/01-02/2007 Western Div. Contest HarrishBiay
Thu-Sat. 06/14-16/2007 Harmony College East  Salishvidy,
Tues-Sat. 07/03-07/08/2007 International Contest Dei@eaorado
Tuesday 07/31 Evening Sing Out Dundalk, Heritage Park
Saturday 08/11/2007 Chapter Boat Ride Inner HarbaltjrBare, Md.
Sunday 09/09/2007 Chapter Picnic Dundalk Athletic Club
Fri-Sat. 10/05/2007 MA Dist. Contest Wildwood, NJ.
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